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The Conventions of The Hague--
Has the President Already
Protested?

Our uelghbors the Warld aad Eve-
ming Post have becoms responsible for
the positive statement from Washington
that our Governwent has already Intor-
posed [ts protest “against attacks on
eities oceupied by non-combatants by
menns of bombs dropped from aireraft,”
The protest was nuude early In October
last, It was made, without official eor
respondence, ul secret conferences wiih
the diplomatic representatives of the
belligerent It was made hy
President
monsteance ngainst aerinl bombridment

Powers,
Witson personaliy: his re
was Lased upon our participation in the
econventions adopied ot The Hague, bt
he. the President, was eareful not
specify particular Instances of offence
or to mme the alleged offenders again:t
the probibitions contained fn the con-
veutions. Nuch, at least, is the story
as told Warld and  repeatsd
with varintions night by
the Erening PPoast,  In describing Mr,
Witson's interviews with the represent-
atives of nations  the
World's Washington correspondent says

ald hefore cuch of them

H

by the

st

izl
sligin

the bellige ent

“The President

the article in the Hague eonvention
which provides for notice of twenty-four
hours of purpose to attack a zone In-

hahited by non-effectives, to enabls =uch
persins within that time to removs them-
gelves from ithe danger zone'

"

Russin or Fngland shall live up to the

| terms of a supposed agreement of 1007
[ with ug nand the rest of the Powers fo

abgtain from dropping bombs on non-
combatnnts, or to give proper warnlug
of the purpose to bombard, must rest
upon either Convention XIV. or Con-
ventlon 1V, of the series. Convention

—_

Ttunmn rounduop of lin miscreants who The a matter of concern long bhefore the

| conduet the campaign, and dynamiting  end of October,

jwould be at low ebb In its accustomed o swiftly did American debtors pro-
quarters at least for gome yenrs, ceed to maintain thelr eredit In London
I The friends of Barr are of a differ- |Ly paying thelr obligations at any cost,
| ent class from the usual victims of such |and so ample was the assured provision
!rrlmm. They are business men, many of gold for the settloment of our actual
jof them of some substance, and they | debi* balance abroad, that two months

 have a good understanding of American

XIV. s mentioned first because it is|life, ‘They should see the supreme Im.

after the war had broken ont London
bankers were crying quits on the pay-

specifie, It is a “declaration prohibit-
Ing the dischnrge of projectiles and ex-
plosives from balloons.” 1t declares:

“The Contracting Powers agree to pro-
hibit, for a period extending to the close
of tha Third I'eace Conference, the dis-
charge of projectiles and explosives from
balloons or by other new methods of a
aimilar nature.”

This, of course, would cover such

2
t, i ¢ s0 bombardments as the alleged attacks | ,qrket 1ife,
Per Mo 105 on German towns by the fAying artillecy

“of the Allles, or the dropping of bombs

Lol

" nor

Paris and other towns, French and
Belgian, by the German Zeppeling or
The United States both signed
and  ratitied this agreement.  Great
Britain signed and ratified it.  France,
Germany and Russia nelther signed
ratified it; amd the declaration

iteelf limits its binding foree in the fol-

lowing manner:

“The present Dieclaration is only bind-
ing on the Contracting Powers in case of
war batween two or more of them,

“1t shall cease to be Linding from the
time when, In & war between the Con-
tracting Vowers, one of the belligerents

| 18 Joined by a non-contracting Power.”

The declaration, therefore, could pos-
apply to a8 war betwaen

sibly y only

{the United States and England amoug
"the great Powers: and even in such a

cnse (1 wonld cense to be bindiug even

| on onrselves if rance or Japan joinel

' violation.

If this is true it is peraaps the most

fmportanut
pelation to the war in Europe that has
appenred since the beginniug of Augast

news

Its surpassing fmporiance (s due to the
fact that If troe it wonid
Administration’s aoquiescence  in
urgent of of
meaning persons throvghont the coun
try that this of
the signers of the conventlons of The
Hagne, shall “do s day™
to infractions of the riules of wirfare

Indlcate the
the
demand thousands

Gyavernment, as ole

with rezurl

coneerning Americn 2

| ant

well |

sapposed to be contained in these con-

ventlons. The practice of aerial hom-
bardment 's so ontrageons in the view
of common humanity, the prohibltion in
the rules supposed to have been adopted
at The Hague is so clear and expiicit,
and the compact hy which the nations
in conference ot
ohey these rules [s apparently so sol-
emn and binding, that we do not won.
der at the attitnde of many of our fe

low citizens Canon ¢

The Hagne agrosd (o

The excellent

Lover,

8t. John the DMvine, who is likewlse a !
member of the World's Alliance for thol

Promotion of International Friendship,
gave an lllustration the other day of

|

' Shielding Criminals Through Fear,!

the force of this sentiment when he de- |
elared that it is our duty, when the |

Hague convention

remonstriate

the
to

terms of
disrogarvded,
np
parties,
08 ns cownprde"

amd hol

to censure the offending party or

Yer we cannot helieve that the state.
ment telegraphed yosterday from Wash-
fngton to the Warld is true, We cannot
believe that the President has already
renonstrated the practice of
dropping boinhs from aireraft on non-
eombatants, lasing his protest on the
contract engagement s of the hellligerent 2
In rhe conventions of The Hagne. We
cannot helieve that the President wonld
take o step so mementons werely on the
strength of a popular wiscones
to the contents of conventlons,
and without fully informing himself
AR to what the conventlons really re
quire and what they do or do not pro-
hibit, Lastly, we do not helleve that
Mr. Witson could consualt the Depart-
ment of Stute he Departiient of
State in the thine of Recretary BrRyax
withont the centrnl faet
which Tury Sex for severnl diw now
has been endeavoriug Lo hmpress upan
the minds of climorants for an officia)
protest; namely, that in the present
clreumstances of the war there is nhso-
lutely no basls In the conventlons f
he Hague for intervention on our part
@# one of the siguatories,

For any demand from Washington
that Gerwany or France or Austrla or

ngainst

ption as
these

aven

ascerialning

are | present
_l|lhrnugh the fears of all who might

Great Britain as an ally. To the pres-
eni contest in Europe the declaration
does uot In any manner apply.

The other possible gromxd for protest
must be found in the general regula-
tions annexed to Conventlon IV, lImit-
ing the methods of warfare on lanl
We find among these rules:

“ARTICLE XXV

“The attack or bombardment, by what-
aver means, of towns, villuges. dwellings
or bulldings which are undefended is pro-
hibited,

“ARTICLE XX\T.

“The ofMiver In command of an attack-
ing foroe must, before commencing a bome
bardiment. except in cases of ussault, do
all in bhis power to warn the authorities.

“ARTICLE XXVIIL

“In sieges and bombardments all nec-
espary steps must he taken to sSpare, a8
far as possible, bulldings dedicated to
religion, art science or charitable pur-
poses, historie monuments, hospitals and
places where the sick and wounded are
collected, provided they are not being
used at the time for military purposes.”

Muanifestly these provisions as to ail

sorts of bombardment would apply to

[ portance of putting themselves fully in
[line with the State and its officials for
[ the finding and prosecution of the mur-
derers.  All the more s this obligatory |change than thelr funds. They were
[ because some of them have recelved assisted to this conclusion by the signs
[ threats of a similar death. The protec. qu the great export trade which this
{ tlon of the assassing In the present case country was rapldly developing as the
|18 the surest wuy to bring about the principal source of supply for all coun-
reallzation of the threats. Impunity is | tries daring the war, and by the In-
encouragement. Presently pot shots at [dlrntlnm- that no long time wonldl
unpopinr traders will be a feature of elapse before the Amerlcan debit bal-
tance would be wiped out and a eredit
balance substituted which would give

ment of American debts and assuring
correspondents here that they wonld
rather have their names on bills of ex-

The sure way to preveut this s for all
interestsd to combine agalust the erim-
linals, If the Intter are speedily started
[ toward the death chalr there will be no

more murders in this particular clir-
cle of the community.

agninst Great Britain.

ment of British war finance, 8o far ne
It concerns the United States, seems
necessary,

. Ambassador Herrick's Return,

| Mr, Hemrick returns to this country
from France at the moment when his|
fitness for the post of Ambassador is|
most generally recognized, and at al
time when the exigencles of our own |
foreign relatlons and the obligations we |
have assumied toward other Powers
most nrgently counsel the retention of
dinformed and capable representatives
in the diplomatic seryies,

Working against diticulties whi‘h
none but a man who has overcome them |
cean understand,  Mr. Herrick  has

achleved slnee the war began an ex-
| traordinary trfumplh.  He has won from
those with whom he came In contact
‘pratse In a degree not less gratifying to|
‘ns at home than it must have been to A bad time for the crooke. Her X-ray
| him abroad. And yet, In the midst of | ;ﬂ::t;"'m:;ﬂ;t *";"f'ﬁ"' :‘f‘mlﬂ Iﬂdlhe!T
™ N 4 succes | \ Fin elr bundles and evi
mmt“;;rltuth:nv:or: he bﬁ:ld:::‘-::‘\r:‘l!‘;lh.‘ 'l'h!.'-i‘r heanrts, Her tallor made rig

will give her the advantage in the chase
and relinquish to another, certainly not  and her winning ways will overcome all

The trouble (s Joux BARLETCORN Won't
stay dead. His is the life of the spirit.

Time out of mind the night watch-
woman has been an ornament of the
home as well as a benefactor to the
professional humorist. In the true mod-

from her old restrictlons and stands
ready to watch anvthing rather than

the club, 8he seems to be a highly
efficient person.  8Bhe differs from a ma-
Jority of her masculine rivals in that
she can sprint after marauders and
cateh them,

better equipped. the task he of all men | resistance. Welcome the night watch-
. 18 hest qualified to perform. woman!
| Mr. Hergick has proved himself highly | R e ——

RoBrERT LLORRAINE I8 one of the English

efficient. and in the face of that dem- | o 5o O o ored their protes

(onstration  under circumstances that | gion by proving that they can play
greatly aggravated the burdens and per- | heroic parts in real life as well as on the
plexities of the office, be s turned out, | #tage. His return to London wounded
he has heen recalled, and Is superseded | After service at the front in the avia-
by an unknown quantity whose disposi. | HO0 €orps should prove an inspiration
tion is probadly good but whose eduos (to a few superfluous haunters of the
- ; I New York “Rialte.”
tion must bhegin where Mr, Hernick's | . ;
did in 1912, and who assumes in an |  General Fuxerox, commander of the
emergency the direction of complicated | ;:::‘,;"“:_"‘p‘t’:‘:"”":‘r"';»‘\'. f}‘,"’;"‘-:‘:"'"" L
i L SeCr ¥y « i (iA ON
affalrs and the maintenance of dellcate two months leave of ,:1,,,,',,‘,“ f"',c,‘.:.’:.
[velntions of which his knowledge must  December 1.—Washington despateh
of necessity he compnratively slight. | General Frnston will doubtiess elect
The Washington Post recently ra. | 10 #pend his vacation in some part of
ported, we do not know on whose an- the country where he can renew hls
. . acquaintance with Jack Frost and ex-
~ y -
thority, that the State Department ¢on- ' purienca a maturs snowstorm.
sented to this most unfortunate change -
at Paris only in compliance with a re.

Washington reports that & new Presi.
quest from Ambassador HERRICK to Yw
relieved.  We bhelieve ourselves war.

dent, unnamed, i= about to occupy the
palace at Port au Prince. We assume
ranted in stating most  emphatienlly
that this is not the ease. Mr. Hraricx

that the unlucky man is Senator DAvIL-
has never asked to be rellevesd, feeling

MaRr THEODORE, who at last aceonnts was
insurging toward the cap'tal; but in

the dropping of explosives from air-

ships: and if of Linding force on the that a public servint has no right to

present belllgerents would afford a just

cause of protest on our part on proof of '
Convention !

But the same
IV, lHmits its own operation as follows
in Article II1.:

“The provisions contained
nexed] regulations, as well
Cunvention, do not apply except be-
tween Contracting Powers, and then only

if ail the bellig-rents are pariles to the
Convention,”
Al the helligerents are not parties

to Convention IV,
Austrin 8, Great Britain is, Rossia is,
Therefore
it became noperative all aronnd when
The United
States (8 also a party, bat it caunot pro

Germany I8 a party,

but Franee never ratifisd it

I'runce entersd rhe war,

test agilnst nets and methods exempted
from the prohibition In terins of
the conventjon irself,

These nre the reasons for our dishe
Uef in the Waorld'a report that Pres..

the

dent Witson  has  alveady  bused o
protest agalost aerinl bomb throwing

upon the provigions of the conventions '

of The Hugue, We eannot helleve, mora-
that he will ever base such a
protest on the fact of the participation
of the United States in the conferences
and agrecuents aforesald,

The
denlor,

muarder of Barr. the poualtry
which at first threatened to
great difficultios 1o the pollee

|lhrn\\' Nght upon it has taken a more

Any other course will braad |

promising turn.  The dead man's son

and others have furnished a theory af'

the  case  which, however  startling,
ls--om-‘ to fit the facts. Various hints
which, if wot evidence, are at least

guides to fnvestigntion have come in
from varions directions, and it now
looks as if the crime mizht be properly
punishe.l.

In all such ecases the most serions
ohstruction to the police Is the foolish
terror which prevents the friends of
the viethms -in non-fatal cases, the vie.
thms  themselves -from  telling every.
thing they know, This is true of the
blackmal! bomb cases, the child stealing
ciases, murders for vengennce, horse
polsoning and many arson  cases in
which the Deteetive Burenn never gets
even o falr start, although the identity
of the crlminnls is known as a moral
certainty to scores of people,

Nothing ean  be more  foollsh  or
wicked than this form of pandering to
Good eltlzenship requires that
all possibie nid be given to the authori-
ties oven ot personn! risk,  Bat as o
nuitter of faet the more complete the
help glven the ol the less is the
danger.  Raekmall and nssassination
thrive on tervor mul secrecy, and the
moinent their sgents are detisd and ex-
posed thelr power ends, T all the peo-
ple I New York today who are lving
in drewd of what zre popularly enllsd
“Hlack Hand™ ontvages would frankly
fell ot Headguarters all they know op
cab surmise there would be an Instan

orime,

e

in the [an-
a8 in the pres- |

“ahandon a post of danger or nsefulness
at a time ke this

We can well understand how such a
man as the Ambassador has shown him-

the quicrk mutatione of public life In
Hayti THeEopore may be already down
and out.

The right end of the Mount ['nion
(Ohio) College football team, who has

Addition of these few paragraphs of | tion from your editorial artiele.
interpretation to Lroyp Groror's stato. | that you undertake to set asida our ob-

ern spirit she has at last broken out |

the hour of her husband's return from !

When heér merits become |
| better recognized and she takes posses- |
slon of the entire night In our city { convention, which was designated “Con-
Streets, or all of it that the police do | vention for the Pacific Settiement of In-
not require for their livelihood, it wlll be | ternational Controversies ™

UNITED STATES AND THE
HAGUE CONVENTIONS.
Is It Our Duty to Intervene by Act or
Protest?
To ™he Eprtor or T SuN—8ir: Re-

ferring to the editorial articla In Tue
Hun of November 24, “Has the United

THE

States Guarantead the Neutrality of Iel- |

glum?":

If the U'nited States Government hy sol-
emn contract with the other
made Iteelf responsible for tha malntenance
of Relglum's neutrallty It would be our
plain duty to particlpate In the physical
business of driving the invader from Rel
glan soll, of punishing him for his uniawful
agEresslon, of collecting from him by force
of arms the penalty of his offence and the
solatlum Justly due to the Innocent peopie
he has injured In other words, If Judge
Holt were right, it would become our duty
to make war on Germany for preclsely the
snme reason which fGreat Briteln ha=s de
clared as her cause of war

It will be the source of great satisfac-
tion to a large majority of the cltizens of
the United States to know that a paper
having the standing of Tne Svx should
finally admit the responsibllity incurred

us command of the forelgn exchanges ¥ the United States in ite slening of the

Hague treaties. That you admit this re-
sponsibility is shown by the above quota-
The fact

ligatlons in thia treaty further on in the

Powera had |

article by making an arroneous statement’

the
You

cannot  alter
quoted abote,

maors
BAYy

Important

Every one af these suyceesslve conventians | has
was signed by the American delegotes usnl)n wneement in the way
ratified by the Senate of the United States! oany

under reservation of the declaration oriel-

words In ths plenary ssssion of the confer

ence of Oictober 18, 1507, as follows:
“Nothing contalned In  this conveantion
sha!l bhes =5 construed se to require the
Unitad States of America to depart from
it tyd nal polley of not Intruding upon,
interfering with or entang!ing ['self In the
political questions or polley or Internal ad
minlstration of any forelgn Htate: nor shall
anything contalned In the sald conventlon
be construed to Imply a rellnquishment hy
the United Stutss of Its traditional attitudie

Amearican questions™
The reservation above referred to was

only added to the ratification of the first

toward purely

For the edification of yourself and
vour readers 1 append herewlith the exact

one

g A g M ol cnnt-‘rrmn o 'lu“lu,u'-l_v and informally set right those who
1899, and felterated In almost ldentical hive had ocoasion to make specific in-

‘GLARIFYING OF HAGUE WILSON WORKS HARD
' RULES PLEASES U.S. ONRETURN JOURNEY

"Officials Glad “The Sun® ®&- Iis Private Car Nearly Smachod

plained Their Lack of Foree

Into Greenfield Station nt

in This War.

——

GLOOM ABOUT THE FUTURE COLLEGE GIRLS SING TO 111y

Coupling Attempt,

|
|

BrriNGriBLD, Mass, Nov, 27 —~Prouitony
Wilson left Willlamstown late this ufres
noon after a two days rest In the Wik
shire Hills,

His daughter Jessin and her hust
Francis B. Sayre, whose first wed
anniversary the President Jolned i ce
brating on Wednesday night, both ureal
the President to stay over Sunda bt
Mr. Wilson felt his ofMelal duties too ur.
gent to prolong his visit,

It is intimated that the Bayres may vy
Washington for the Christmas holil s,
when an interesting arrival in the = ,.re
family Is expected,

The President's determination to
down to work was evident from the ¢
ment his train left Willlamstown 1y
stenographer, who had enjoyed o ‘1
complete rest during the stay in the Doy
shires, found his abllity taxed to tie
most,

The studerse of \Willlams College oo

WagniNaToN, Nov, 27.—The clarifica-
tion by Tue 8Svxn of the facts rexarding
the relation of the Hague conventlons
and rules of warfare to the present con-
f1' 't 1s heartily, though privately and un-
officially, weleomed by those officinla of
the State Department who are thor-
osughly Informed on the subject

That the general public has not under-
stood that thess rules have been virtually
nullified because the helligerents have not
agreed to all of them has of course been
all along famillar to the Department of
State,

For obviour reasons
t deemed It wise

"
A\

ng

the Department e

to make any an-
of correcting the
which bave been
but it has pri-

misapprehensions

voleed by publie men,

tions | down to the station to see the 1'resdens
q“"‘!:“~""'A|1::w:l';n?u:l:o :::n‘u'enlluw may be | oft and fully 100 cameras clicked as Mr

ek { § " el -by cldentall

| pendered nugatory for all the belligerents | :‘ 11!"-:! waved good-by, ‘ Incide !

| by the entrance of one belligerent who | resiuent wis almost c.n..-lmll't off
has not ratified this or that rule has for | "'f{”_ when the through train for Hoston
+ long time been recognized by those in- | ;"""'"‘l:‘” “':'t'l'"tl":linl Ilil’l\l.a:;ﬂ‘ 'l‘ .;r| ;\-‘1\..“ “].
' ‘ onferences as one irecnfield, backed to take o ;
terested in the Hague conferences as one | = T, o e fo el e o 1y

of the shortcomings of the work of these

{ Advance recelved w vigorous push

unference 0 ek : : ’ g .

Il‘hl: Tunr admitted that the strucs Prewident's car was saved from sma ¢

X ; , ey » nt t L] | 5 . “on

| ture bullt up at the con e for the | "f' ; ‘”' r'l'-ﬂ- m by a sl \pplication
1 ' “r ng withs | o e brales d

iuur.. ‘.... <'|f 'H':”.r::“: :\ ar i this paes | President Garfield of Williama Colligs

| theut e - g | with Mr. Bayre accompanled the Pros on

e \.\ |ru. was Aoccepled, however, Was re- | 'r" the station, but Mrs, Sayre bade K

g = ' y s | oF good-by g sk W 2

garded as so much better than nothing | "‘{" ’*”':;" ‘:‘ -L:_'n‘l _'l.nm.l, ) ‘
at all that considerable satisfaction has F Ot husiastic  crowd  greetel  the
.l J kh in the partial approval as at | President at North Adams, where the on'y
"o & S In the rignt direction. Not ‘ original Wilson man of the trip, Wl

l'.“’l b iy h '\l"n-l"‘l.’l"_ “il;-u“]'».' wenring n h\'l_'i“ W

the least of these causes for satisfaction |

- . el O ! . o C1 Y18 1%
wording of each ratification of the thir- over the Hague rules was the belief that | .I;.|,“a:.",|.|h,\:.-;:t..n‘l“ !‘. .‘-lg ' Kinn tma ,:
teen conventions and one declaration and they would do much toward moulding | f 1 Demaorracy by saying that
the Final Act of the Hague conventlon of 3 ¢ e ; & biect of the rules I was originally from Delaware
1907, A i i '.h'.p".’.i'j. ¢ conventions | At first the crowd hung back, content
Quoting from the Final Act we find the | 07 W4T 1-‘,1".:"-1.1-':“:.-'-‘1 s nrepare the | INE it with cheers, but finally a
STSWIDG Y 1 I“"‘- for the strengthening of the rules | take ‘-I“l',“'“".“ "”“\‘ J-.’.t-’”‘"*‘n :;“-ll-'\‘ II‘::
T."'l“ v--n.\--\'t.u:- Rae ,‘!' AERL SRR SRR themselves at the next conferends = while the elictrie 5 |r\’1”' \:‘..u b ing : t-
form =0 many separais acis Another wenkness of the Hague con- | &l bt heat Al o I' K A
Convention I.: ventions, according to opinion here, Was 81 ;l‘un--“.l'. VN R SOkt e
Reasalution af Ratification the Senate | the total absence of any supreme power "Wou see ” Wit ba & sasd dis .
of the Conventlon for the Settiement of In |rh;ﬂ‘mni with the duty of cnforcing these !, . o 09 am |I.,| the ["‘. ..,lr i.( “. .hi
ternational Disputes, slgned at The Hague, | conventions Provision for anything shivered :'n 1} ,.“,‘ Dr l..,_. ,,f,.,,,ﬁ"‘ e R
1907 proaching such a ia conspleuous by The most dellehttul faituse of the
Apri 1508 its absence from the rules, and it Ia sald | o000 000 0 arred ot N ,'.1 WA
Resolved it®o-thirds nf the Hanators pres. | that this omission was due to the fact AR, Whafe l'l':ll ‘ n-fl l»r-r'r" \'I"Il.,..“
ant concurring thersin), That the Senate ad- [ that it was recognized as imposgible even sril io: - it ".”n‘u ‘”:--' -';h"l'
viee and corssnt ta the ratification of &, attemnpt ¢ oy ision PRl T ST A o 1 elr
convention signed by tha delegates of the| T " conferences, it I8 .0 | Pra ;,,'[ i\. 1805 ,’:“("h"':m. ‘."
United Stutes to the Recand [Intarsationn! | (¢ de fects @t the o R (e o l,.‘,;,-; i a m
Peaca Conference, held at The Hague from | gy lves wholly unable 0 the ey .n.; o2 the -
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